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According to Honduran press reports this week, Honduras and the US will soon complete a series
of agreements described as authorization for Washington to maintain permanent military bases
on Honduran territory. The agreements cover sea ports, airports and radar installations on the
Honduran Atlantic coast. The Reagan administration has reportedly claimed that continued US
presence and control of these facilities is necessary for continuity of its international anti-drug
campaign. The bilateral agreements were apparently discussed during Secretary of State George
Shultz's June visit in Honduras. Members of the national legislature consulted by daily newspaper
El Tiempo (San Pedro Sula) pointed out that although Honduran law does not cover agreements
of this type, it it would not be the first time such "irregularities" have been permitted by the
government. A case in point mentioned by legislators in El Tiempo was the opening of the USrun Regional Military Training Center (CREM) in 1985, without the approval of the Honduran
legislature. The CREM has since been closed down. Since 1983, more than 70,000 US troops have
participated in joint military training exericises with the Honduran armed forces. The imminent
signing of new agreements with the US coincides with the entry of over 9,000 Nicaraguan contras,
labeled "war refugees" by the Honduran government. (Basic data from Prensa Latina, 08/25/88)
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